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Learning Objectives 
By the end of the presentation, participants will be able to: 

1. Recall the rationale for the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody in Australia that occurred between 1998 and 1990 

2. State the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody in Australia 

3. Recall the issues associated with investigating deaths in custody in Australia, 
both within and outside of detention centre setting 

 
 
Abstract 
George Floyd’s death has resonated strongly in Australia, especially for our 
Indigenous communities. Apart from providing renewed focus on Indigenous 
disadvantage at the hands of the authorities and across the board, it has reminded 
many of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody held in Australia 
between1988 and 1990, whose recommendations still withstand scrutiny. But the 
issues for forensic pathology are not confined to deaths in prisons and police 
custody.  
 
In the last 20 years, a network of off-shore detention centres has been used to detain 
asylum seekers trying to get to Australia, often by sea via Indonesia. Some of these 
centers are on Australian soil (Christmas Island), some are in tiny pacific island 
nations such as Nauru, and one main one was on Manus Island in Papua New 
Guinea (PNG). There have been asylum seeker deaths in all these, and other 
settings. Speaker SC was asked to travel to PNG to undertake the autopsy of an 
Iranian refugee who died during a riot in the Manus Island Detention Centre. The 
surrounding context and the specific case findings are presented and briefly 
discussed.  
 
Others in the community, who are neither police nor prison officers, have 
enforcement roles, for example security guards who are present at numerous 
venues. Speaker NW was responsible for the autopsy of an individual who died in a 
casino setting while being detained by security guards who were employees of the 
casino. The guards were eventually charged and tried. The background, autopsy 
findings, issues and outcome in court are canvassed.  
 
 
 
 


